Human Rights Thematic Group

11 September 2009 Meeting

Lima, Peru

Attendance: Polly Vizard, Stacy Kosko, Areli Valencia, Stella Camlot Reicher, Elsie Finseth, Des Gasper, Eduardo Lepore, Carolina Flores Porras

Polly Vizard, co-coordinator of the Human Rights Thematic Group, hosted the Group’s meeting at the HDCA Annual Meeting in Lima Peru.  Gillian MacNaughton, the other co-coordinator was unable to attend the meeting.  Below are notes from Polly.

1.       Polly explained that the Conference in 2010 would be in Amman and will have human rights as a special theme, and that as a consequence it is especially important that we organize a series of good panels for next year. If members wanted to make suggestions for keynote speakers, we could prepare a shortlist and make sure it gets to the Planning Committee (as suggestions). 
2.       We had a long discussion about networking activities between conferences. Polly went over the background - specifically, Gillian’s efforts to raise funds to get a seminar programme in place, but this in the end had not worked out. Polly suggested that events could be organized from particular countries but unless we can fund travel this would be unlikely to be a full group activity. We decided to try some high-tech options that would enable everyone with access to university facilities to participate. 

3.       After much discussion over the various options we agreed that a Wiki page would be useful since allows everyone to do joint work, paste up things etc. Elsie is going to set it up and will liaise with Gillian and Polly over this. This will be a pilot. In January, attendees at the meeting in Lima will experiment with a skype working meeting that will review progress. Other methods for high-tech networking opportunities will be discussed at this meeting, scheduled in for end January.

4.       There was also one concrete suggestion from Areli about the possibility of funding an event from Canada. Not clear whether this included a travel budget.

5.       People liked the idea of a joint activity in the run up to the Amman Conference, either a summer school or some kind of extended working group meeting. Something to think through.

6.       People wanted more information on the HDCA website eg more references and a literature review. There were a few volunteers here - the reviews that follow will be pasted up on the Wiki site for people to review. 

7.       Polly suggested that it would be useful to occasionally ask the group for information. Eg Polly is looking for international survey information on public views on human rights. It would be useful to circulate to members. Other groups (eg methodology) do circulate each other with research questions. We could think about listserv options but it is important that we do not bombard members with unwanted email. No action on this for now - need to think through.

8.       Des Gasper suggested better scheduling of the meeting next year, including scheduling human rights thematic group meetings around human rights events, in order to encourage maximum participation. This is something to follow up with HDCA since Polly in fact tried to schedule the meeting after both human rights panels but this was not possible. Could this be something the organizers bear in mind? 

9.       Actions:

a.      PV to write short note on Lima meeting to all members with key dates for next year and to inform them of the Wiki page pilot.  Also to request people send their references on hr and ca to PV who will add them to web site. 

b.       In advance of the call for papers in Amman, update for members on Wiki page

c.      Following the call for papers in Amman, the Thematic Group should suggest proposals for panels.  Coordinators should ultimately select the papers for the panels but should bear in mind (1) Participation diversity, and (2) Subject coherence.

